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Newly sworn-in Brookhaven Town Supervisor Edward
 P. Romaine delivers  his  inaugural address  to a

 s tanding room only crowd at Town Hall.

Supervisor Edward P. Romaine (right) is  sworn-in by
 Judge James  Hudson, Supervis ing Judge of the
 Suffolk County Court and Acting Supreme Court

 Jus tice, while his  wife Diane holds  the bible

Farmingville, NY - O n Monday, November 26, Edward P . Romaine was  sworn in as  the 70th Supervisor of the Town of
Brookhaven during the  Inaugural  ceremony  at  Town Hall. He  was  elec ted Supervisor in a  spec ial  elec tion held on
November 6 , 2012. The s tanding room only event was  attended by hundreds  of people, inc luding elec ted offic ials  and
dignitaries  representing all levels  of government, c ivic  leaders , gues ts , friends , family and res idents  from throughout
Brookhaven Town. The  new Supervisor was  introduced by  Suffolk  C ounty  C lerk  Judith A . P ascale  and the  O ath of
O ffice was  adminis tered by the Honorable Judge James  Hudson, Supervis ing Judge of the Suffolk C ounty C ourt and
A cting Supreme C ourt Jus tice. Upon taking the O ath of O ffice, Supervisor Romaine received a s tanding ovation from
those in attendance. He opened his  inaugural  address , "Moving Brookhaven Forward,"  by  calling today  "a  day  that
marks  a new beginning" for Brookhaven Town.
Click here to read Supervisor Romaine's speech.

Supervisor Romaine announced that his  firs t priority will be to help res idents  and bus inesses  rebuild in the aftermath
of Hurricane Sandy, asking that the Town's  Building Department "encourage and fos ter" recons truc tion by expediting
permits  for s torm related damage  and providing the  s taff to  help res idents  navigate  through the  process . He  also
announced the "appointment of a  task  force  to better prepare  for the next s torm by  examining what went right and
what went wrong with LIPA , the Town's  response, FRES, FEMA , the county, and the s tate." In addition, he indicated a
need to improve the elec tric  grid sys tem, bury utility lines  and ensure that cell towers  are continuous ly energized to
maintain  vital  communications  during  extreme  weather  conditions . He  also  thanked  Town  workers  whose  efforts
during and after Hurricane Sandy have helped res idents  during recovery.

A ddress ing what Supervisor Romaine called "a looming budget c ris is ," he announced the recent empanelling of a task
force of experts  in munic ipal  finance and government operations  who reviewed town finances  and delivered what he
called  "a  grim report."  To  avoid  the  "fis cal  c liff,"  the  Supervisor said  he  will  end  defic it  spending  and rebuild  the
surplus  by expanding the Town's  tax base, not the tax rate. He also said that he will ins titute accountability and zero
based budgeting and ask  Town employees  for ideas  and solutions  to  cut  cos ts , provide  better services , inc rease
produc tivity and eliminate was te. The Supervisor also said he would make Brookhaven a model for open government
and transparency so res idents  know how their tax dollars  are spent.

Supervisor Romaine dec lared that the Town's  webs ite will be updated to inc lude adopted budgets , the town debt, tax
rates , fund balances  and spec ial dis tric t accounts  and announced the c reation of an "O pen Government P ortal"  with
timely  pos ting  of resolutions  and  information  about  public  hearings  and  recommended  greater  use  of information
technology to bring government c loser to the people. He also will reins tate a recently disbanded task force that was



es tablished to c reate a c lose working relationship with the Brookhaven Bus iness  A dvisory C ounc il and encourage the
Indus trial Development A gency to develop new ways  to attrac t new indus tries  and good paying jobs  to Brookhaven
Town.

A s  C ounty Legis lator, Supervisor Romaine was  a leading advocate for the environment and he vowed to continue his
efforts  to protec t open space and farmland, and ensure safe and c lean drinking and surface waters . He also said that
the  Town must  find  a  way  to  preserve  the  C armans  River Watershed and  reduce  the  Town's  energy  consumption
through alternate sources  such as  wind, solar and geothermal energy. He addressed was te management by vowing to
s tart  planning  for  the  future  of the  Town  Landfill  by  reac tivating  the  Landfill  A dvisory  C ommittee, developing  an
"alternate was te management future" and "running a landfill that has  less  of an impac t on its  neighbors ."

Finally, Supervisor  Romaine  thanked  the  voters  for  elec ting  him  and  c losed  the  address  with  a  quote  from  the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, who said, "The ultimate measure of a man is  not where he s tands  in times  of comfort
and convenience, but where he s tands  at times  of challenge and controversy."  He then asked res idents  to join him
and work together to "move Brookhaven forward."
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